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Vladimir Miladinović

Record (From the Rendered History project), 2016
Series of 6 drawings, ink wash on paper, 35cm by 50cm (each)

Work on this series was instigated by the need to re-examine the dominant 
narratives of the recent past in the postwar societies of the former Yugoslavia. Pub-
lic space that is politically contaminated and largely determined by falsified histories 
requires a fundamental rethink. In these conditions the artist commenced a daily re-
search routine in various institutions that contain archival materials related to war-
time events. One of the main initiators of this process was the question of the personal 
relation towards narratives about which there is a strong social consensus that is rarely 
questioned. As a result of archival research, mainly from daily newspapers conducted 
in the national libraries, or archives of the International Criminal Tribunals, the art-
ist produced a series of handmade ink wash drawings. The drawings, from different 
archives and contexts, depict the complexity of events during the wars. The idea of 
a dominant revisionist ideology to create a unified historical narrative is called into 
question. History is often interpreted in ways that are in line with the predominant 
ideological matrices. One can see how different historical periods change the social 
consensus on dominant historical narratives.


